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Chairman’s Update: 
 
November is here and the Forgotten Garden of Lewtrenchard is showing its autumnal colours as the 
trees batten down for winter. The woodland has grown a coat of brambles during the summer 
months that have been removed from a lot of the area by the maintenance team to allow our 
bluebells to flower next May. It’s not the easiest of our maintenance jobs but needs doing each 
autumn to ensure the spring flowering. Brian and his supporters have been active all summer 
trimming, pruning and cutting. 
It was with sadness that we have to report that one of our most active supporters, Arthur Perkins, 
died a few weeks ago. He and Margaret never failed to attend our activities and he will be missed.  
It also emphasises how our committee needs some new members to replenish its ranks. Being on 
the committee is not an onerous job so please consider it as you read the rest of this newsletter and 
pick up the phone to Brian or Graham, because we want to make the facility as open and diverse to 
our community as we can. 

 

In June we managed to stage the “AGM” albeit to cover two years and also to organise a barbecue 
in August with some wonderful sunny weather conditions. These were particularly important 
events in showing that we are still functioning, if at a lower than usual activity rate.  
 

Something that perhaps should be considered during the next few months is that 2024 marks the 
centenary of the death of Sabine Baring-Gould, who was instrumental in the original building of the 
Garden for his wife, Grace. He was also instrumental in the internal decor of the present church of 
St Peter’s which marks the next few years as the 500th anniversary of the church’s last major re-
build in ca. 1523. 

 
Arthur Perkins (1929 – 2021): A personal reflection by Brian Wilkinson. 
I am sure that we were all shocked and saddened to hear of the untimely death of Arthur at 
the end of August. Arthur aged 92 had lived almost his entire life in the Lew valley, initially as 
a boy at his father’s farm of Lew Mill, which Arthur took over following his father’s death at 
an early age. Latterly he lived happily at Lew Quarry Cottage with Margaret, whom he married 
in 2000 giving him a different dimension on life in the form of new friends and travel. 
Margaret had family in Denmark that they visited and they also had several coach holidays in 
the UK. In recent years I became firm friends with Arthur and Margaret and would often enjoy 
a cup of tea in the comfort of their cottage. Despite his age Arthur showed few signs of being 
in his 10th decade, he had a wonderful memory going back to before the 2nd world war when 
horses were used on farms and what hard work it was harvesting on the sloping ground of 
Lew Mill Farm. During the war his father employed a German prisoner “a strong man and 
excellent worker”. In his youth Arthur was a keen cricketer and for many seasons played for 
Lewdown. He also told me that he was very good at darts and was hardly ever beaten. A keen 
bell ringer and lifelong patron of the church and a very knowledgeable gardener drawn from 
years of experience. 
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Whilst living in retirement at the cottage he had the responsibility of unlocking and locking 
the church (morning and evening) consequently he was a regular visitor to the Forgotten 
Garden with his friendly black spaniel Ben and there was nothing he liked better than sitting 
on a seat in the sunshine waiting for 
someone to come along to chat with – 
often they would be guests from the hotel, 
whom he would regale with stories of 
country life. Being a born and bred 
Devonian Arthur had a strong Devon 
accent (which I didn’t notice). On one 
occasion I spoke with some people in the 
garden who said, “we met an elderly man 
here yesterday and we couldn’t 
understand a word he said”. Sadly the last 
time I saw Arthur he was in the Forgotten 
Garden with Ben whilst I was cutting the 
grass and he sat on the Horace Palmer seat 
watching me. We had a short chat before 
he left to go home and two hours later he 
had a heart attack from which he never 
recovered. All who knew him will 
remember him with fondness and 
affection. Fortunately Martin Hampton 
from the Dower House has recorded  

many of Arthur’s stories and anecdotes, so  
there is still a record of his excellent 
memory.

 
The Woodland: 
 
The woodland has had a few casualties 
especially of ash trees with dieback disease 
during the past year that has meant some 
clearances for safety reasons particularly by 
the path and car park. This has inadvertently 
given some parts of the wood extra light and 
improved the vistas from the top path. Thank 
you all the helpers for sorting obstructions 
and clearing areas etc. This essential work 
often goes unnoticed but means that the 
woodland has been open throughout the past 
year. 

 
 



 

Forthcoming Events: 
We are not planning anything before Christmas, but anticipate that Spring will allow us to again have a 
May Bluebell event. Please check our website or the Lewdown Link for future events and dates. 
Thanks to all the Friends and neighbours who have given their support on our working party mornings. We 
would never have achieved so much without their invaluable assistance. Work mornings are usually at 
10am on a Saturday and all volunteers are welcomed.  

Check with Brian or Graham to confirm time and dates. 
 

 

 



 
 

Membership 
New members are always welcome to join and support this historic local amenity woodland. Please 
contact the Secretary for more information.               
Subscriptions:     Individual    £10      Joint      £15 
Please contact the Treasurer or any committee member. Payment may be made by standing order.  
Donations towards our conservation and development work are always gratefully received. A regularly 
emptied collection box can be found at the Forgotten Garden on the top bridge past the Holy Well. 
 

Friends Committee 
Patron:  Merriol Almond 
Chairman:  Graham Yeo  01566 783511   (GYeo@aol.com ) 
Secretary:  Frances Girling  (Frances@middleraddon.co.uk) 
Treasurer:  Sue Butland (the2relics@gmail.com) 
Project Manager:   Brian Wilkinson  01566 783466  (wilkibg@gmail.com) 
Woodland:  Peter Webb  01837 52926   (peter.webb60@btinternet.com) 
Committee Members:   Audrey Jones, Monica Horn, Fernley Harding 
  

Website:  A good source of up-to-date information is our website http://www.forgottengarden.co.uk/ 
Kindly maintained by Rees Kenyon Design 

 

Location and outline plan of the Forgotten Woodland Garden 
 
 

                 
  
 Three words mapping - probable.often.parkland    https://visittamarvalley.co.uk/gardens 
  
Informal working parties to keep access open and for general regular maintenance  (10.00-12.00).  
Main twice-yearly working party sessions - TBA 

- For more major clearance, planting and project work. Everybody is welcome.      
              * Please bring your own equipment (strimmers, secateurs, tools, gloves, etc.)  


