
 

 

The Walk through: an Edwardian woodland garden  

owned by the Baring-Gould trust and run by volunteers. 

 

Lewtrenchard is a parish in west Devon on the banks of the river Lew. Lew is believed to 

originate from the Celtic word for "sparkling" and when compared toother rivers to its north 

one may understand why. The geology from its origin near Sourton on Dartmoor is through an 

unusual seam of limestone and slate, which has emerged as the softer rock around the granite 

has eroded. It follows the limestone through Bridestowe almost to its end when it joins the river 

Lyd and subsequently the Tamar, which marks the Devon-Cornwall border. The Trenchards 

were the Norman family that lived here for a number of generations in the Middle Ages.  

Above Lewtrenchard to the north is Lewdown along which the old A30 acted as the main land 

route to Cornwall for hundreds of years. Many important persons and events followed the 

ancient ridgeway. The news of the battle of Trafalgar, the Cornish revolts such as "the prayer 

book rebellion" (led by an Arundel who were local landowners). I do not believe it is an accident 

that many villages along the roads to Exeter have pubs named The White Hart, which is the 

symbol of Richard 2nd the King during the peasants revolt. The meeting of the Bretvalda of King 

Athelstan the first King of all England near Lifton (meaning "Lew town"). He set the river Tamar 

(prior to that the river Lynher had been used) as the Cornish border 1100years ago. Just to the 

south is Galford Down the likely place where the AngloSaxon chronicles record a battle at the 

time of King Egbert of Wessex in 825 involving the "Westwalls" (presumably Cornish) and the 

"Difnas" meaning men of Devon. Who won or if the battle was with the Saxons of Wessex or 

between themselves is not recorded.  

One of Lewtrenchard's most famous sons was Sabine Baring-Gould. He combined the role of 

squire and parson hence "Squireson". He was a well known Victorian novelist, historian and 

song recorder. He wrote and translated many songs and poems and is best known for writing 

"Onward Christian Soldiers" and recording local folk songs such as  "Widecombe Fair". He 

aggrandised the Manor House of Lewtrenchard, which is now a luxury hotel.  

   
 

The Walk: Lewtrenchard church plus the Forgotten Garden and surrounds. 

 

From the church car park walk E into the Forgotten Garden and follow the path to the gazebo 

and over the small bridge. A small Victorian piggery is in front of you and the ruins of a 

structure that was probably originally built as a lime kiln. South is the dovecote of 

Lewtrenchard Manor,both listed buidlings. An important source of nutrition before the 

industrial period. The tarmac  road carries on through Lew wood running parallel to "Old 

Madam" Gould's "ghostly" Walk now lined by lime trees. The Devon Goulds became Baring-

Gould as a result of marriage into the well known banking family. 

Turn N and walk up by the stream. The area to your right called the Quarry Garden has old slate 

steps on paths and the "grotto". This may have been the workings of an old manganese adit or 

mine, because during the Victorian period 10thousand tons of ore were annually extracted in 

the parish.  



 

On the left is an ornamental garden pond and waterfall. Much of the Forgotten Garden was built 

by Sabine for his wife Grace who, like in George Bernard Shaw's "Pygmalion", was educated by 

him before their marriage. Unfortunately Grace died in 1916 and with many of the gardeners 

being away with the armies of the First World War the garden fell into disrepair and was 

"forgotten" until it was resurrected by volunteers in 2005. 

Beyond the waterfall is a small well, which is our Holy Well that was rediscovered just 10years 

ago from old photos and old maps showing a spring. The holy well was first mentioned in 1830 

by the incumbent curate of Lewtrenchard and was rededicated by Sabine in 1913 (and again in 

Easter 2013). 

    
 

So it may have been the place where water was sourced for the nearby church for the past 

millenium. Continue beyond the well to the top bridge and cross it back into the wood. Turning 

right and following the route of the stream you will see a small slated building to your right. 

This was the old water reservoir for the Manor House. 

Turn left up the hill which in April and May is a carpet of bluebells. Here you will see a number 

(11 have been counted) of large boulders, approx 1m across, of unknown origin, function and 

date. 

Walk W along the ridge above the church. Saint Peter's may have originally been dedicated like 

many other Devon churches (eg close by at Lydford), to St Petrock a pre-Augustine Celtic mystic, 

whose bones were kept at St Petrock’s church, Bodmin and who gives his name to many places 

in the SW, Wales and Brittany eg Padstow (Cornwall), Petrockstowe & Newton St Petrock 

(Devon), St Petrox (Pembrokeshire) etc. 

A view down the Lew Valley above the church is worth a stop. From here to the left is Galford 

Down, which has an Iron Age Celtic hill-fort at its E edge near Coombebow.  

Continue W along the path until it drops down to a small kiln, which may have been used to 

calcine manganese ore. Turn E towards the church. Behind you and over the "hedge" is the old 

lych path to Lewdown. As you approach the church from this direction one can enter the 

graveyard by the bell tower. Here down the steps and facing the door of the bell tower is the 

grave of Sabine and Grace Baring-Gould. If open you may enter the church. It is a small ornate 

granite and slate country church that has a number of interesting medieval bench-ends. Also of 

note is the screen which shows St Petrock amongst others (identified as carrying a shepherds 

crook and having a tame wolf at his side). The ancient bells (made in 18th and 19th centuries) 

are still regularly rung at services. Many commemorative plaques of Goulds are fitted to the 

walls. 

Take the path down to the road to complete the circuit. Use the steps by the gate if you need to 

remount your horse for onward journey. 

 

Further information may be found by visiting the website of the Friends of the Forgotten 

Garden:   http://www.forgottengarden.co.uk/ 


