
 

 
 

Membership 

New members are always welcome to join and support this historic local 

amenity woodland. Please contact the Secretary for more information.               

Subscriptions:     Individual    £10      Joint      £15 

Please contact the Treasurer or any committee member. Payment may be made 

by standing order.  

Donations towards our conservation and development work are always 

gratefully received. A regularly emptied collection box can be found at the 

Forgotten Garden on the top bridge past the Holy Well. 
 

Friends Committee 
Patron: Merriol Almond 

Chairman: Graham Yeo  01566 783511   (GYeo@aol.com ) 

Secretary: June Cole  01822 613891   (junecole629@btinternet.com) 

Treasurer: Sue Butland   (the2relics@gmail.com) 

Project Manager:   Brian Wilkinson  01566 783466  (wilkibg@gmail.com) 

Woodland: Peter Webb  01837 52926   (peter.webb60@btinternet.com) 

Committee Members:   Monica Horn, Nancy Cleary, Ann Mennell, Fernley Harding, Francis 

Girling 
 

Website:    Always remember that a good source of up-to-date information if you have the 

Internet is our website - http://www.forgottengarden.co.uk/   

           Kindly maintained by Rees Kenyon Design 

  

Location and outline plan of the Forgotten Woodland Garden 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                The Friends ofThe Friends ofThe Friends ofThe Friends of 

The The The The ForgottenForgottenForgottenForgotten    

Woodland GardenWoodland GardenWoodland GardenWoodland Garden    

of Lewtrenchardof Lewtrenchardof Lewtrenchardof Lewtrenchard    
 

 
 

 
    

Newsletter No. 16                                         October 2017 
Photos show – Bill Stuart opening the Gazebo and lime kiln condition 

 
 



                                                                                                                                                                      PAGE 2 

 

Chairman’s Update: 
 

It seems a long time since we last went to press and were looking forward to bluebells and the official 

opening of the Gazebo by Bill Stuart at our Bluebell open day on 6
th

 May. The day went well and our 

younger visitors managed to find all the Pixies and Gnomes that were hiding in the woods amongst the 

flowers.  

Since then other events in our calendar included the Annual General Meeting on 12
th

 June at the 

Lewdown Victory Hall where a talk by Mark Prout of Ebsworth Environmental discussed the subject of 

Weeds with the infamous Japanese knotweed appearing to be a particular issue in the locality. 

More recently on 19
th

 August we managed a Summer Barbecue at the Forgotten Gardens for which 

the weather was excellent and did not represent our typical English Summer. 

 

On 21
st

 October at 2pm we are again having a Jumble Sale at the Lewdown Victory Hall and all are 

welcome to help and attend. As usual this is a combination of bringing unwanted items before the 

event and taking home purchases of the same or similar, but now referred to as “new stuff” to the 

benefit of the Forgotten Garden.  

 

Over the past months the old round lime kiln has been stabilised by Andy Nash Builders and the porch 

is due for a similar treatment. It is hoped that re-slating with second hand Lewtrenchard slates will be 

done in the next 6months with slates kindly supplied by the Horn family of Markstone Granite and we 

thank them for this kind donation. 

 
The Gardens:                                 

Take a quiet look around our free facility and feel free to comment. It was during a recent visit that I 

saw a sparrow hawk swerve in flight in an attempt to catch a small brown bird (forgive my slow 

reactions to identify this SBB) but he missed his opportunity and shot on through the graveyard unfed. 

The Woodland Garden is an amazing haven for viewing nature. 

 
The Woodland: 

Brian and Tony have again worked particularly hard during this year to keep some of our larger shrubs 

and trees in order.  

A few trees belonging to the church and one in our woodland have had to be felled this Summer, 

because they were unstable and beginning to represent a hazard to walkers. Two were getting 

particularly unstable because of fungal growth. Apologies to those people that have been affected by 

the change of route on the path past the church, which will be cleared in the near future.  
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Project Managers Update: 
  
The wheels of progress turn slowly – but they do turn! Hopefully Andy Nash will soon start work on 

the “porch” of the round house, it is intended to recap the walls but not reroof this area, thereby 

displaying the attractive stone arch over the doorway to the main building (see front picture). 

Jonathan and Robert Horn of Markstone Granite have very kindly donated enough second hand slates 

to reroof the main building, to be done by Andy Nash in the not too distant future, without this very 

generous donation the cost of reroofing would have been prohibitive and may never have been 

attempted. 

 

A few months ago David Hocking (tree surgeon) assisted by Tony felled a dead chestnut tree in the 

wood behind the church.  He also earmarked two other dangerous trees on church land, which 

needed felling. One was a chestnut beside the path overlooking the church yard and the other was a 

very large beech beside the small ruined kiln beyond the church yard (picture is on website 

http://www.forgottengarden.co.uk/gallery/old-beech-tree/ ); both have now been felled, 

unfortunately the felled beech tree has blocked the garden footpath and has yet to be removed, 

though work appears to be in progress. 

 

Hopefully soon we will be planting more daffodils and wild flowers in the meadow. Next year I might 

have more of the meadow cut and concentrate on a smaller area for wild flowers, which always seem 

reluctant to “get going”. Also I would like to develop the bank opposite the lower bridge, which should 

make an attractive feature, if properly maintained. 

 

The pond is looking quite mature with water plants taking root and a magnificent  gunnera at the top 

end, a couple of willow saplings have been planted on the edge. Wildlife is still in short supply though 

the following water birds have been seen in the last few months – Heron, Kingfisher, Dipper 

and Mallard Ducks. Next year I will try and keep the area below the pond clear of large vegetation so 

as to give a good view of the waterfalls from the lower bridge. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for their efforts during the past season, I appreciate that some of you 

are no longer as “flexible” as you once were, but your help with BBQ’s, Jumble Sales etc, and general 

moral support is greatly appreciated. 

 

Forthcoming Events: 
Autumn Jumble Sale at the Lewdown Victory Hall 2pm on 21

st
 October 2017.  

 

Please check our website or the Lewdown Link for future dates.  
 

Thanks to all the Friends and neighbours who have given their support on our working party mornings. 

We would never have achieved so much without their invaluable assistance. Work mornings are 

usually at 10am on a Saturday and all volunteers are welcomed.  

Check with Brian or Graham to confirm time and dates. 
 

Informal working parties to keep access open and for general regular maintenance  (10.00-12.00). 
 

Main twice-yearly working party sessions - Saturday 14 October 2017 (10.00-12.00) 

- For more major clearance, planting and project work. Everybody is welcome.      

              * Please bring your own equipment (strimmers, secateurs, tools, gloves, etc.)  


