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Winning Competition Photo – Lewtrenchard church from the Forgotten Garden. Judges 
comments - The church in the snow it has a lead in line from the left bottom corner, drawing 
your eye around to the church, then the bank brings you around to the tower. The trees and 
bushes helps to stop your eye wondering out of the picture.  
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Chairman’s Update: 
Welcome to the Autumn newsletter.  
 
The Autumn colours at the Forgotten Garden are a picture this year following an exceptional 
summer. So please feel free to visit us with your camera. 
 
This brings me nicely to the Forgotten Garden Photography Competition that we have 
run over the year. Our independent judge awarded the adult prize (cover photo) to a commit-
tee member and so this has been passed on to the under sixteen winner – Miss Tomlinson 

aged 10 from S Devon. The competition has gifted us 
with a number of memorable pictures some of which 
can now be purchased as a 2019 Calendar, Notepads, 
Notebooks and Cards either by contacting our chair-
man - 01566 783511, any committee member or at the 
Lewdown Village Shop. 
Profits will be put towards the re-roofing of the lime-
kiln to make a small Visitor Centre.  
Prices - calendars £6.50 each. 5 X greeting cards 
for £3. Notepads and Notebooks of 50 pages for £1 
each. (A little tip - if you give a Forgotten Garden cal-
endar for New Year it is always worth adding your 
own birthday to avoid disappointment on the 
day). Please feel free to use the last page below to ad-
vertise our 2019 calendar. 
 
During the summer we managed to find one of the 
more overcast days for our Car Run and barbecue. An 
excellent route around the locality. Unfortunately it 
was not as well attended by cars as we had expected, 
probably because car owners were concerned in case it 
was rained off. However we did manage to get a men-
tion in the local paper and this has led to an article 
about the Forgotten Garden in the Tavistock Times and 
its sister paper the Okehampton Times.  
Hopefully this will lead to more visitors interested in 
Lewtrenchard and its Forgotten Garden. Also during 
this Summer we have had visitors from the Devonshire 
Association, the Dartmoor Society and the Somerset 
National Trust. 
 

The meadow has flowered well and we have gained two picnic tables, which have been gen-
erously donated. One thanks to the Girling family and one by the Yates family. I feel these 
will enhance the amenity for visitors.  
 
Another item that has been quietly added is the regular emptying of the dog faeces deposito-
ry. This is now being organised crime by the local council and we should all be grateful for 
this help in maintaining the facility.  
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Planting of the tree this is what 
Lewtrenchard is all about, encour-
aging and teaching the youngsters 
from the school all about what the 
garden is for. Try not to cut people 
in half when taking this sort of 
shot, you have two lead in lines, 
both bring you around to the tree.  



Since our Spring newsletter we have also run our successful Bluebell event with its generous 
cream teas and children’s Pixie hunt that never fails to attract a good following. We also had 
our Annual General Meeting at the Lewdown Victory hall with a talk on Feeding your Dog. 

 
The Woodland:                              

A few small trees have fallen and been cleared in the last 
few months. We are also intending to plant a small crab ap-
ple tree (variety John Downie) near the bench and table in 
the meadow area to improve the amenity. 
 
Project Managers Update:  
The dry summer has allowed us to clear the pond for the first 
time since we “rediscovered” it. Perhaps its first clearance 
since it was built over 100years ago. Thanks to Paul Jones 
and Andy Nash’s support with JCB and dumper truck re-
spectively. Unfortunately the waterfall walls have started to 
leak a little more than before and attempts to stem the flow 
with bentonite clay have been unsuccessful. The meadow 
this year was successful in places, which I suppose is only 
natural for a so called natural meadow. It seems that more 
effort is required to create a natural effect than an unnatural 

one. If you ignore docks, daisies, dandelions and hogweed we 
have had yellow rattle, buttercups, ragged robin, burdock, 
groundsel, coltsfoot, scabious, pink campions, milkmaids, 
herb Robert, red and white clovers, various vetches and mal-

lows as well as a large variety of grass species. In the woodland area we have had bluebells, 
campions, wild garlic, celandines and this year a good number of primroses emerged on vari-
ous banks. Unfortunately brambles have also done well! 
 
 

Winner of the under 16 years 
category. Bluebell taken at 
the Forgotten Garden. 



 
 

 


