
 

 
 

Membership 

New members are always welcome to join and support this historic local 

amenity woodland. Please contact the Secretary for more information.               

Subscriptions:     Individual    £10      Joint      £15 

Please contact the Treasurer or any committee member. Payment may be made 

by standing order.  

Donations towards our conservation and development work are always 

gratefully received. 
 

Friends Committee 
Patron: Merriol Almond 
 

Chairman: Graham Yeo  01566 783511   (GYeo@aol.com ) 

Secretary: June Cole  01822 613891   (junecole629@btinternet.com) 

Treasurer: Sue Butland   (the2relics@gmail.com) 

Project Manager:   Brian Wilkinson  01566 783466  (wilkibg@gmail.com) 

Woodland: Peter Webb  01837 52926   (peter.webb60@btinternet.com) 

Committee Members:   Monica Horn, Nancy Cleary, Ann Mennell, Fernley Harding, Francis 

Girling 

 

Website:    www.forgottengarden.co.uk 

           Kindly maintained by Rees Kenyon Design 

  

 

Location and outline plan of the Forgotten Woodland Garden 
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Autumnal colours now cover the Forgotten Garden.  
This is a special time when you should take a stroll, feel at peace and reflect on our busy lives. 
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Chairman’s Update: 

It is time for a newsletter to update members on the last 6months at the Forgotten Garden of 

Lewtrenchard and a number of events are worth remembering.  

The Spring came as it has always done in the glen with a beautiful display of daffodils and bluebells 

and our now annual Bluebell Day in mid-May. As usual we had our sturdy volunteers helping and it 

was with great sadness that one of our friends, Caroline Stuart, passed from us in the few weeks 

following this. 

She was a linchpin in many local groups and her family kindly requested that proceeds from her 

memorial collection should be used at the Forgotten Garden. We are grateful for this and I intend to 

use the rest of this newsletter to illustrate how she, even now, is amongst us. 

At her funeral she had asked for the poem of Rudyard Kipling – The Glory of the Garden to be read 

and this was repeated at our AGM in early July – 

Our England is a garden that is full of stately views, 

Of borders, beds and shrubberies and lawns and avenues, 

With statues on the terraces and peacocks strutting by; 

But the Glory of the Garden lies in more than meets the eye. 

 

On the 1
st

 of July The Red Spider Company organised a vigil at the Forgotten Garden to mark the 100
th

 

anniversary of the first day of the battle of the Somme again organised in-part by Caroline. This was 

the start of their “All the Fine Young Men” project, which is based around a story of the young 

gardeners from the Lewtrenchard estate who went to war and left the garden that was forgotten for 

nearly 100years. 

A hornbeam tree was planted to commemorate the occasion by children of the Lewtrenchard primary 

school. The hornbeam being the only tree that remained standing at Delville’s wood after the battle. 

The service was moving and well attended with the singing of hymns, popular army songs and a 

haunting “Last Post” echoing up the Lew valley. (A longer description is given on our website - 

www.forgottengarden.co.uk) 

Next to the new tree a few red poppies grown from seed by Caroline briefly flowered. 

The Summer barbecue was postponed and then cancelled as bad weather seemed to work against our 

plans. The lack of shelter becoming more obvious to the committee was one of the reasons that we 

are now working towards the planting of a picnic table and permanent wooden gazebo, in memory of 

Caroline, to offer some shelter and a place of quiet contemplation. 

It will not be completed in time for the final event of the “All the Fine Young Men” project that has 

included exhibitions and plays at local towns and villages. In this event to be held at noon on 11
th

 

November a Time Capsule will be planted at the Forgotten Garden. (GY) 

 

 
 
Project Managers Update: 

Firstly I would like to thank all those who turned up on Saturday morning (8 Oct) to help in the garden. 

It was good to see several new members enthusiastically working away. A lot was achieved, a large 

area of brambles was strimmed in the wood, crocus and daffodil bulbs were planted including small 

wild daffodils planted beside the stream. A site was chosen for the Gazebo being placed in memory of 

Caroline Stuart, I think we all felt her presence in the garden. Half the meadow was cut and looks very 

tidy. Refreshments were provided by June, Sue and Monica. Thank you all. 

 

I have never seen the water levels so low in the pond or stream, the Holy Well is completely dry. The 

pond is becoming more established, with iris, gunnera and various other plants looking very healthy, 

however there is still a lack of fauna, no frogs, newts, dragonflies etc. have been seen, but hopefully  
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with the establishment of the plants and the construction of a sheltered area in the top corner more 

wildlife will appear next year. 

 

A tsunami of brambles has appeared behind Margaret Wawman’s seat in the wood, this is where a 

large chestnut tree blew over last year (kindly removed by Tony), this illustrates how invasive 

brambles can be in a short time once the tree canopy is removed and the light is let in. However I do 

not like using weed killer and prefer cutting and uprooting. 

 

Excuse the pun but I have a bee in my bonnet about the demise of the insects and birds that I have 

seen during the past 50 years. As a keen observer of nature I have seen this year just the one 

grasshopper, a few ladybirds and no dragonflies etc etc, so it is hardly surprising that insect eating 

birds are in such decline. 

Hopefully our 5 acre conservation site will encourage insects and birds. 

Regards to all  Brian (BW)  

 

Gardening:                                 

Daffodil and crocus bulbs have been planted for next Spring’s flowering.  

Some shrubs and trees have been planted to compete with and help to control the ever present 

weeds such as wild-type rhododendrons and brambles over the Summer and early Autumn.     

 

Thanks to all the Friends and neighbours who have given their support on our working party 
mornings. We would never have achieved so much without their invaluable assistance. Work 
mornings are usually at 10am on the third Saturday of the month (in Summer) and all 
volunteers are welcomed. Check with Brian or Graham to confirm time and dates. 
 

Forthcoming Events           Jumble Sale items before 2pm on Sat. 22
nd

 October! 
 

 

Third Saturday of each month – informal working parties to keep access open and for  

           general regular maintenance  (10.00-12.00). Everybody welcome. * 

Saturday May & October (10.00-12.00)    – Main twice-yearly working party sessions 

           for more major clearance, planting and project work. . Everybody is welcome. *      

              * Please bring your own equipment (strimmers, secateurs, tools, gloves, etc.)   

 

• Saturday 22
nd

 October 2pm – Jumble & Toy Sale at Lewdown Victory Hall (teas available) 

• Friday 11
th

 November 12pm – The Red Spider Company planting a Time Capsule to remember 

“All the Fine Young Men” of the First World War. 

 
 
Always remember that a good source of up-to-date information if you have the Internet is our website - 
http://www.forgottengarden.co.uk/   If you have any queries please feel free to phone or email.  
 


